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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COMMISSION ON 
ACCREDITED SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN COMMISSION 



By DR. HARRY CLARK 

Secretary of die Commission 



THE Southern Commission met at Louisville, 
Ky., December 3, 4, 5, 1919, with the Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools of the 
Southern States of which it is a subordinate body. 

All of the committees on college entrance subjects 
were discharged and new ones appointed 
and instructed to prepare and print a 
syllabus of recommendations on each 
subject. It is understood that such a 
syllabus is purely suggestive and in no 
way mandatory upon the accredited 
schools. New committees were added 
to investigate the advisability of giving 
credits for college entrance in physical 
education, economics, and sociology. 
The War Department has asked us to 
consider giving credit for Junior R. O. 
T. C. military training, and this request 
was referred to a special committee. 

Each year the deans of all the colleges 
report the records of their freshmen in 
order that the Commission may learn 
whether the graduates of any accredited 
schools are doing so poorly in college 
that such schools should be dropped 
from the list. The Committee on Deans' 
Reports presented its tabulation of these reports, and 
this will be printed in January. 

Fraternal relations have been established with all 
the other accrediting associations of the nation, and 
fraternal delegates have been appointed who will at- 
tend the North Central Association, the New England 
Association, and the Association of the Middle States 
and Maryland. Much correspondence has been con- 
ducted with these associations this year, and our Com- 
mission has been called on for suggestions and litera- 
ture. We take pleasure in acknowledging the helpful 
presence at this meeting of Dr. George William 
McClelland of the University of Pennsylvania to rep- 
resent the Association of the Middle States and Mary- 
land, and of Dr. J. D. Elliff of the University of 
Missouri to represent the North Central Association. 

The Commission appointed a committee of three 
members to cooperate with similar committees of the 
National Education Association and the National As- 
sociation of Registrars in the preparation of a uni- 
form entrance blank. 




Dr. Harry Clark 



After prolonged debate it was decided to recom- 
mend to the general meeting of the Association that 
the entrance requirements in Latin be reduced by one 
book each in Caesar, Cicero, and Virgil. This was 
carried to the floor of the general Association, which, 
after vigorous debate, passed the resolu- 
tion by a small majority and referred it 
to the National Conference on Standards 
with which the Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools of the South co- 
operates. 

The question of high school teachers' 
salaries was debated earnestly and a res- 
olution was passed unanimously to notify 
school boards that the Commission will 
regard $900 as the minimum salary that 
should be paid by schools that are seek- 
ing to be accredited. 

The Committee on Deans' Reports in- 
troduced a resolution that the Commis- 
sion recommend to the general Associa- 
tion that Southern colleges exercise such 
supervision over the members ,of the 
freshman classes that the break between 
high school and college may be made as 
slight as possible. 
The Commission instructed the secretary to ask the 
colleges in printing their lists of accredited schools to 
place a star opposite the names of all schools which 
are on the list of the Southern Commission, and also 
to ask the colleges to print in their catalogs the state- 
ment that they will accept the certificates of all schools 
accredited by the Southern Commission. 

The general Association has the right to make all 
rules and regulations under which its Commission 
operates and therefore the Commission sought and 
secured its approval of the following changes, which 
are the first amendments in eight years: to require 
accredited schools to give at least fifteen units instead 
of fourteen, to have four teachers instead of three, to 
require its teachers to have had professional training 
or one year's experience, to have a library of at least 
500 volumes. 

Scores of institutions in the North, East, and West 
have expressed a desire to cooperate with the South- 
ern Commission by giving recognition to its list of 
accredited schools. 



